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240                  Dr. Goldsmith's -apology.           [A.D, 1773,
, i                                   a letter, of which you will please to fill up the direction.    I
am, Sir,
' Your most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
'  V                                     ' Johnson's-court, Fleet-street,
London, March 4, 1773.'
'   i                                   On Saturday, April 3, the day after my arrival in London
i                              this year, I went to his house late in the evening, and sat
.   i                               with Mrs. Williams till he came home.    I found in the Lon-
', -                                 don Chronicle, Dr. Goldsmith's apologyJ to the publick for
, •                                beating Evans, a bookseller, on account of a paragraph in a
\ *                               newspaper published by him, which Goldsmith thought im-
*                                  pertinent to him and to a lady of his acquaintance8.    The
f   "                               apology was written so much in Dr. Johnson's manner, that
J                                  both Mrs. Williams and I supposed it to be his; but when
i     .                              he came home, he soon undeceived us.    When he said to
Mrs. Williams,' Well, Dr. Goldsmith's manifesto has got into
4   '                                your paper3;' I asked him if Dr. Goldsmith had written it,
with an air that made him see I suspected it was his, though subscribed by Goldsmith. JOHNSON. ' Sir, Dr. Goldsmith would no more have asked me to write such a thing as that for him, than he would have asked me to feed him with a spoon, or to do any thing else that denoted his imbecility. I as much
1 It was anything but an apology, unless apology is used in its old i                                       meaning of defence.
" Nine days after She Stoops to Conquer was brought out, a vile libel, written, it is believed, by Kenrick (ante, i. 576), was published by Evans in The London Packet. The libeller dragged in one of the Miss Hor-
<   •                                    necks, 'the Jessamy Bride' of Goldsmith's verse.   Goldsmith, believ-
ing Evans had written the libel, struck him with his cane.    The blow
'                                    was returned, for Evans was a strong man.    ' He indicted Goldsmith
for the assault, but consented to a compromise on his paying fifty pounds to a Welsh charity. The papers abused the poet, and stead-
,                                        ily turned aside from the real point in issue. At last he stated it him-
;                                        self, in an Address to the Public, in the Daily Advertiser of March 31.'
Forster's Goldsmith, ii. 347-351.    The libel is given in Goldsmith's 1                                      Misc. Works (1801), i. 103.
\       t                                  3 ' Your paper,' I suppose, because the Chronicle was taken in at
Bolt Court.   See ante, ii. 118.
believeof the business was carried on by writing.' Cockburn's feffrey, i. 87. See jtay/, Jan. 19, 1775, note,
